600                      THE OPPOSING FORCES.

date of October 19, fixed by a certain solar eclipse, is not
correct, The time was probably the spring of 202 B. c.

Scipio had lately received reinforcements, brought by Ma-
sinissa, of six thousand infantry and six thousand Numidian
cavalry. The cavalry was of the best; the foot would fight
well in company with the Roman legions. He had his two
Eoman and two allied legions. That he had three, as stated
by some authorities, is doubtful. His two counted eight thou-
sand hastati, eight thousand principes and four thousand
triarii, twenty thousand heavy foot. His light troops, includ-
ing Masinissa's, were at least fourteen thousand strong, and
he had twenty-seven hundred Roman and allied cavalry, and
Masinissa's six thousand Numidian horse. His total force
was thus nearly forty-three thousand men.

Hannibal had hitherto been superior in cavalry. This
time it was the reverse, though the exact number Hannibal
could dispose of is not known. There was some Carthagin-
ian cavalry, but it was green, and there were only two thou-
sand Numidians, usually Hannibal's chief reliance. He had
been unable to bring his horses from Italy, so that his old
cavalry, if any of it was left, was newly mounted and mixed
with the Carthaginian. His infantry force, including twelve
to eighteen thousand light troops, was somewhat short of fifty
thousand men, and he had eighty elephants. Numerically he
was stronger, in material far weaker, than his opponent.

Scipio's legions were formed in the usual three lines, but
the maniples, instead of standing checkerwise, were placed
behind each other, the intervals making long lanes right
through the army from front to rear. In the first line the
light troops filled the intervals, with orders to attack the ele-
phants and drive them back on Hannibal's line, or failing
this, to vacate the intervals by stepping behind the hastati or
principes, and allow them to tramp through these lanes tot neither received it; Scipio was re-
